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Democratic Party of the 2nd CD 2019 Resolutions 
For consideration at the 2nd CD Convention on March 16, 2019 in Baraboo, WI 

 
This  packet  contains  resolutions  forwarded  counties  of  the  2nd  CD  for  consideration  for  adoption.  
Additionally, ten (10) will be chosen by the membership to be forwarded to the DPW Convention in June.  
This cover sheet will serve as your ballot.  When instructed to do so, circle the numbers for the resolutions 
you wish to forward.  If there are any floor resolutions considered at convention, you may vote to forward 
them by writing their number (in the form of 19‐FL‐XX where XX is a number) on this ballot and circling it.   
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RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING JUSTICE, HUMAN CONCERNS, AND DEMOCRACY 1 

 2 

19-JHD-01:  END GERRYMANDERED MAPS (SAUK COUNTY, 98 WORDS) 3 

WHEREAS, due to the rigged maps drawn by the Republican legislature in 2010, the GOP have a 64-35 advantage in 4 
the partisan makeup of the 99 Assembly districts; 5 

WHEREAS, in a hypothetical 50-50 election, of equal numbers of Democratic and Republican voters and 6 
independents split down the middle, that translates into a massive 29-seat GOP advantage; 7 

WHEREAS, that's very close to the 27-seat margin (63-36) that Republicans won in 2018; and, 8 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports Governor Evers vetoing any map drawn by the Republican legislature in 9 
2020 that does not reflect a non-partisan redrawing of legislative maps. 10 

 11 

19-JHD-02:  EXPAND WISCONSIN’S BADGERCARE PLUS MEDICAID PROGRAM (SAUK, 88 WORDS) 12 

WHEREAS, exit polls showed health care was the top issue for voters in 2018; 13 

WHERAS, Wisconsin is in the minority of states in refusing to take the federal money offered in the Affordable Care 14 
Act, 35 states did; and, 15 

WHERAS, Wisconsin missed out on $1.1 billion since 2014, according to the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau; 16 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports expanding Wisconsin’s BadgerCare Plus Medicaid program which could 17 
potentially cover 850,000 by increasing eligibility to those earning up to 138 percent of the federal poverty line in 18 
income. 19 

 20 

19-JHD-03:  DIMINISH MASS SHOOTINGS (SAUK COUNTY, 77 WORDS) 21 

WHEREAS, the citizens have been under attack, in all aspects of life; 22 

WHEREAS, we need to address gun violence; 23 

WHEREAS, this has afflicted numerous citizens both for direct and indirect injuries; and, 24 

WHEREAS, we need to adhere to the 2nd Amendment of the Constitution; 25 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports magazine size limits, no interchangeable magazines and background 26 
checks for all sales or exchanges and Red Alert laws that allow arms to be taken from people determined dangerous. 27 

 28 

19-JHD-04:  FIX OUR ROADS! (SAUK COUNTY, 90 WORDS) 29 

WHEREAS, U.S. News & World Report ranked Wisconsin 49th out of 50 states for the quality of our roads; 30 

WHEREAS, the same publication said about 42 percent of Wisconsin’s roads are in poor or mediocre condition; 31 

WHEREAS, the Wisconsin gas tax has been 32.9 cents per gallon since 2006, despite rising construction costs due to 32 
inflation and heavier traffic; 33 

WHEREAS, the $75 vehicle registration fee on most vehicles, hasn’t increased since 2008; 34 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports increasing  revenue for the Department of Transportation so it can do 35 
its job. 36 

 37 

19-JHD-05:  OVERTURNING CITIZENS UNITED (SAUK COUNTY, 85 WORDS) 38 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court's decisions in Citizens United and related cases allow unlimited spending to 39 
influence local, state, and federal elections; and, 40 

WHEREAS, to allow all Americans to have an equal say in our democracy; 41 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW shall support  an amendment to the U.S. Constitution stating:  only human beings 42 
are endowed with constitutional rights—not corporations, unions, nonprofit organizations, or other artificial entities, 43 
and money is not speech, and therefore limiting political contributions and spending is not equivalent to limiting 44 
political speech. 45 
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 1 

19-JHD-06:  REPEAL ACT 10 (SAUK COUNTY, 78 WORDS) 2 

WHEREAS, Act 10 was a blatant attack on labor unions; 3 

WHEREAS, this has been borne out by subsequent statutes passed by the Republican legislature such as repeal of 4 
prevailing wage; and, 5 

WHEREAS, this has been further borne out by so-called “right to work” legislation; 6 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports repeal of all aspects and consequences of Act 10, so that the Great 7 
State of Wisconsin can return to it's proud legacy of union organizing dating back to 1847. 8 

 9 

19-JHD-07:  NO MORE LAME DUCK SESSIONS (DANE COUNTY, 93 WORDS) 10 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin voters choose their legislators and elected officials at the ballot box; 11 

WHEREAS, elections are debated with the understanding that laws in place before the election will be the same as 12 
the laws in place when those individuals take office; and, 13 

WHEREAS, all areas of Wisconsin are a one-day drive to the State Capitol; 14 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that all terms of elective office in Wisconsin begin within 10 days after November’s 15 
elections are certified; 16 

FURTHER RESOLVED, no “lame duck” sessions should occur in Wisconsin before the newly elected legislators and 17 
officials take office.  18 

 19 

19-JHD-08:  A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NONPARTISAN REDISTRICTING (DANE COUNTY, 87 WORDS) 20 

WHEREAS, more than 70 percent of Wisconsinites say they would support legislation that authorizes a nonpartisan 21 
commission to re-draw congressional district boundaries rather than the state Legislature; and, 22 

WHEREAS, only 18 percent of citizens say the Legislature should continue to draw congressional district boundaries; 23 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that the DPW urges the Wisconsin Legislature to create a nonpartisan procedure for the 24 
preparation of legislative and congressional redistricting plans; and, 25 

FINALLY RESOLVED, that the DPW join with other political parties and interest groups to create a non-partisan 26 
redistricting plan. 27 

 28 

19-JHD-09:  MORE FLEXIBILITY FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS (DANE COUNTY, 84 WORDS) 29 

WHEREAS, many Wisconsin communities struggle under property tax limits imposed by Wisconsin Republicans; 30 

WHEREAS, these limitations have led to decline of services, along with wheel taxes to fix local streets; 31 

WHEREAS, seven smaller, tourism-based communities already have premier resort taxes totaling more than $10 32 
million in 2018; 33 

WHEREAS, Milwaukee County and Dane County are the two largest attractors of tourism dollars in the state; 34 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW asks that all Wisconsin communities be given flexibility beyond property and 35 
wheel taxes in raising revenues. 36 

 37 

 38 
RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING EDUCATION, LABOR, AND ECONOMICS 39 

 40 

19-ELE-01:  CLOSE THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP BETWEEN WHITE AND MINORITY STUDENTS (SAUK COUNTY, 95 WORDS) 41 

WHEREAS, in Wisconsin, the overall scores and the gaps between white and black students remain huge, among the 42 
worst in the nation.  Among eighth-graders, the gap in reading skills was the largest of any state and the score for 43 
black students overall was the lowest of any state; 44 

WHEREAS, the National Assessment of Educational Progress score shows other states are making more progress, 45 
including Massachusetts and Florida; 46 
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THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW will support the Governor Evers administration in developing policies that are 1 
determined, consistent and rigorous in pursuing strategies to close the student achievement gap. 2 

 3 

19-ELE-02:  END THE SCHOOL VOUCHER PROGRAM (SAUK COUNTY, 95 WORDS) 4 

WHEREAS, voucher programs undermine strong public education and shatters the opportunity for all students to 5 
succeed by taking scarce funding from neighborhood public schools and giving those resources to unaccountable 6 
private schools; 7 

WHEREAS, voucher programs are a conduit of money, enabling private school owners to line their pockets with 8 
public tax dollars; 9 

WHEREAS, there are no credible studies that show test scores have improved since vouchers were instituted; and, 10 

WHEREAS, the majority of vouchers go to students who would attend private schools anyway; 11 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports the end of the school voucher program. 12 

 13 

19-ELE-03:  RESOLUTION TO INCREASE THE STATE REIMBURSEMENT RATE FOR DIRECT CARE WORKERS (DANE 14 
COUNTY, 96 WORDS) 15 

WHEREAS, 22% of Wisconsin’s population is aged 60+ years and 14% have a severe disability; 16 

WHEREAS, many of these citizens need direct care workers to live safely and healthfully at home; 17 

WHEREAS, the median direct care worker’s wage is $10.47/hour, which is 150-200% of the federal poverty line; 18 

WHEREAS, 2017 and 2018 saw 2% increases in the reimbursement rate which has only minimally improved the 19 
worker shortage; and, 20 

WHEREAS, the Survival Coalition favors a $2.50 increase in the state Medicaid reimbursement rate;  21 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW supports a $2.50 increase in the state Medicaid reimbursement rate. 22 

 23 

19-ELE-04:  STOP PENALIZING WISCONSIN TAXPAYERS WITH GOP TAX SCAM CHANGES (DANE COUNTY, 84 WORDS) 24 

WHEREAS, many Wisconsin homeowners and married couples will lose tax refunds due to Republican changes in the 25 
tax code; 26 

WHEREAS, the limiting of the State and Local Tax (SALT) deduction to $10,000 puts a disproportionate burden on 27 
two-income, married couples in Wisconsin; and, 28 

WHEREAS, the larger standard deduction in the GOP tax plan lowers incentives for home ownership; 29 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW demands the SALT deduction increase for married couples, and the tax code 30 
modified to stop penalizing states with income and property taxes. 31 

 32 

 33 
RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING AGRICULTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 34 

 35 

19-AGE-01:  SUPPORT SMALL FAMILY FARMS (SAUK COUNTY, 94 WORDS) 36 

WHEREAS, Wisconsin lost 500 dairy farms in 2017 putting the total number of milk-cow herds down nearly 20% 37 
from 2013; 38 

WHEREAS, western Wisconsin led the nation in farm bankruptcies in 2017; and, 39 

WHEREAS, tariffs imposed by the present administration have hurt farmers; 40 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the DPW will endorse and support policies to keep small family farms viable in Wisconsin, 41 
including, but not limited to, expanding Medicaid/Badger Care to reduce costs, greater price supports for milk to 42 
increase income and promotion of farmer's markets and rural broadband to allow farmers to market their own 43 
products. 44 

 45 
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19-AGE-02:  THE WATERS OF WISCONSIN HAVE BEEN UNDER ATTACK (SAUK COUNTY, 100 WORDS) 1 

WHEREAS, the waters of Wisconsin have been under attack; 2 

WHEREAS, from sand mining for fracking (cleaning the sand) to CAFOs (contaminating ground water) water quality 3 
is being eroded;   4 

WHEREAS, drawing down of groundwater for nearly unlimited irrigation, selling of water to corporations (Foxconn), 5 
filling in of wet lands for real estate interests;  6 

WHEREAS, the past administration displayed utter disregard for the water resources of Wisconsin; 7 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, the Democratic Party of Wisconsin supports renewal of the protection of water which will 8 
be implemented by Governor Evers' directive that science is to be used when decisions are made by the DNR. 9 

 10 

19-AGE-03:  ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AS CAMPAIGN STRATEGY (GREEN COUNTY, 100 WORDS) 11 

WHEREAS, environmental issues have captured the attention of voters at all levels of politics; 12 

WHEREAS, studies have shown that voters increasingly favor candidates endorsing pro-environmental policies; 13 

WHEREAS, environmental protection plays a major role in all aspects of public policy making and is central to the 14 
life, health, and economic wellbeing of all persons; 15 

WHEREAS, concern for the environment is a key qualification for all elected officials and a strong competitive 16 
advantage for Democrats, therefore; 17 

RESOLVED, that all Democratic candidates and parties in Wisconsin should make environmental protection and 18 
stewardship a central part of their platform and messaging in every campaign. 19 

 20 

19-AGE-04:  ENDORSEMENT OF THE ENERGY INNOVATION AND CARBON DIVIDEND ACT (H.R. 763) (DANE COUNTY, 21 
97 WORDS) 22 

WHEREAS, fossil fuels produce carbon emissions destabilizing the Earth’s climate;   23 

WHEREAS, distinguished scientific panels recommend a timetable of carbon emissions reductions;  24 

WHEREAS, a timetable of annual increases in a federal fee on carbon emissions will persuade businesses and 25 
households to reduce carbon footprints in favor of clean-energy alternatives;    26 

WHEREAS, the resulting revenue, distributed in equal monthly dividends, will protect low-income households and 27 
reward low-carbon households; and, 28 

WHEREAS, border adjustments in the carbon fee will persuade international trading partners to establish carbon fees 29 
themselves; 30 

THEREFORE RESOLVED, the DPW endorses H.R. 763 The Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act. 31 

 32 

 33 
RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING PARTY GOVERNANCE 34 

 35 

19-PG-01:  TEETH TO RESOLUTIONS, RESOLUTION (DANE COUNTY, 91 WORDS) 36 

WHEREAS, Democrats spend time and energy at county, C.D., and state level crafting and voting on resolutions; 37 

WHEREAS, resolutions are the will of the people of the party; and, 38 

WHEREAS, candidates and the party have in the past ignored resolutions, writing them off as “good suggestions”; 39 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, that DPW policy reflect the resolutions of the DPW; 40 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that party officers of the DPW also be bound to reflect those values as well; and, 41 

FINALLY RESOLVED, that the DPW admin committee will encourage candidates to understand and follow the 42 
resolutions of the DPW. 43 

 44 

 45 
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19-PG-02:  LIVING WAGE FOR INTERNS AND FELLOWS (ROCK COUNTY, 64 WORDS) 1 

WHEREAS, internships and fellowships are typically unpaid positions; 2 

WHEREAS, paid positions attract the best candidates; 3 

WHEREAS, to be paid a living wage reduces poverty levels, reduces income inequality, decreases turnover and 4 
decreases gender and race-based inequality; and, 5 

WHEREAS, the Democratic Party supports fair pay and labor practices; 6 

THEREFORE, RESOLVED, DPW should provide living wage compensation for all DPW hired positions, including 7 
internships and fellowships. 8 


